
 

 

August 2022 

Dear Parents, 

The entire religious education staff at Holy Family Catholic Church would like to welcome you and your child(ren) to 

the CCD program for the 2022 – 2023 school year.  We are excited to work with you and your child(ren) to help 

them grow in our faith.  I know there were several families who voiced ideas of bringing Religious Ed. Class times 

back between Sunday Masses.  Unfortunately, after careful consideration, the staff did not feel that the time 

between Masses was sufficient to complete a whole lesson before children were needing to leave the classroom 

for one reason or another.  Leading us to keep class times on Sundays at 11:45am to 12:45pm. 

This religious education program is a team effort between the parents, teachers and the children.  The teachers do 

their very best to teach their students while in class at CCD, but it will take everyone to make this year a productive 

and educational one.  Please interact with your child(ren)!  Ask them about what they learn at CCD each week.  

Feel free to ask myself or any of the teachers for extra take-home information that you can use to work with your 

child on a particular subject.  If we don’t have something readily available, we will get it by the next class meeting.  

I am here to help everyone with whatever they may need, please never be afraid to ask.  If you have questions 

and/or concerns at any time throughout the year, please feel free to bring them to the student’s teacher or to me.   

As in past years we are asking for a $25 donation per child, to cover the cost of books and materials, but please 

don’t feel this is mandatory if you cannot afford it.  We are very flexible to accommodate everyone's situation.  But 

what I do ask to be mandatory is, that when you sign your child up for CCD class, that you see it as a priority in your 

family’s schedule.  Please make every effort to have them at classes when held and help with any at home work.  

Life scheduling conflicts will arise and I understand that, but please keep this program at the top of your family’s 

priority list.  Let me know if any issues or conflicts arise and I will work hard to help find a solution that will work for 

everyone.  I pray that this year will be exciting, enlightening and fruitful for everyone. 

Let’s work together to make these children the best Catholics they can be! 

Sincerely, 

 

Todd DeGroot  

Coordinator of Religious Education  





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent,    

 

Out of concern for all God’s people and in response to the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Charter for 

the Protection of Children and Young People, we have a program for the safe environment education of children 

and young people supported and mandated by Bishop Stika. 

Diocese/eparchies will establish ‘safe environment’ programs. They will cooperate with parents, civil 

authorities, educators, and community organizations to provide education and training for children, 

youth, parents, ministers, educators, and others about ways to make and maintain a safe environment 

for children.  Dioceses/eparchies will make clear to clergy and members of the community the standards 

of conduct for clergy and other persons in positions of trust with regard to sexual abuse.           

Article 12 – Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People    

This program is called Circle of Grace.  It is meant to supplement and be integrated into the excellent programs and 

curricula for the formation of children and young people in our schools and religious education programs.  Circle of 

Grace aims to equip our children and young people by arming them with essential knowledge and skills grounded in 

the richness of our faith.  This program helps children and young people to understand their own (and other’s) 

dignity in mind, body, and spirit.       

What is a Circle of Grace?     

The Catholic Church teaches that God has created each of us as unique and special. Genesis 1:27 tells us that we are 

created “male and female in God’s image” and that God saw this as “very good.”  In that goodness, we are meant to 

respect ourselves and everyone else as persons created and loved by God.     

Adults assist children and young people to recognize God’s love by helping them to understand that each of us lives 

and moves in a Circle of Grace. You can imagine your own Circle of Grace by putting your arms above your head 

then circle down in front of your body including side to side. This circle, front to back, holds who you are in your 

body and through your senses.  It holds your very essence in mind, heart, soul, and sexuality.  

Why is it important to help our children understand the Circle of Grace?     

God intends our relationships in life to be experiences of divine love.  Respectful, nurturing, loving relationships 

increase our understanding of our own value and help us to love others.  It is never too early to help children and 

young people understand how very special they are and how relationships in life are called to be 

sacred.   Understanding this can help them to protect the special person they are and to be respectful of others.        



Adults, especially parents, as they strive to provide a safe and protective environment, hold the responsibility 

to help children and young people understand and respect their own dignity and that of others.  A truly safe 

and protective environment is one where children and young people recognize when they are safe or unsafe 

and know how to bring their concerns, fears, and uncertainties to the trusted adults in their lives.     

How is the Circle of Grace Program different from other protection programs?  

Many protection programs focus on “stranger danger”; however, up to ninety percent (90%) of the time the 

perpetrator of abuse is known to the child or young person such as a relative or family friend.  Circle of Grace 

goes beyond just protection by helping children and young people understand the sacredness of who they 

are and how to seek help through their relationships with trusted adults.  

Please feel free to contact the Coordinator of Religious Education if you have questions or want more infor-

mation.  

Parents who do not want their children to participate will be asked to sign the Opt-out form and return it to 

the Coordinator of Religious Education.  If we do not receive an opt-out letter regarding this program, we will 

assume that you grant permission for your child to attend. 

 
Thank you and God bless your family. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 

Fr. Gilbert M. Diaz 

 

Fr. Gilbert M. Diaz 
Pastor 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

I do not wish my child to participate in the Circle of Grace program mandated by the Diocese of Knoxville 
here at Holy Family. I will take the responsibility of educating my children about safe and unsafe situations 
upon myself. 
 
Name: _____________________________________________________           Date: ___________________ 
 
Address:  
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Child/Children’s name(s)  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature:  
 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 



Parental Involvement- 

Teaching the Catholic faith to our children should be a collaboration between the parents and the catechists.  Parents 

should be the main people teaching the faith to their children and are encouraged to interact with the catechists on an 

ongoing basis.  Our catechists are here to HELP teach the children (and parents when needed) our wonderful Catholic 

faith.  But please be mindful and try to make all efforts to collaborate outside of our short CCD class time. 

We have a discussion group in the MyParish app.  To access the group: log into the app and click on the ‘Groups’ box 

(top right side).  Any information that is meant to be shared with the whole CCD community can be posted/found 

there. 

For the parents of students receiving sacraments, there will be short meetings (usually about 15 minutes or so) 

throughout the year to discuss pertinent information. 

Families should regularly be attending Mass, it’s not just a requirement for receiving the sacrament of Holy 

Communion but also a requirement of the church itself.  And by attending mass together, it fosters a greater sense of 

Christian community and involvement in the children. 

Attendance & Absences- 

Children should be attending CCD/religious classes on a regular basis, not only to prepare them for upcoming 

sacraments but also to help teach them about and strengthen their faith.  Please don’t think that if it’s not a sacrament 

year for a child, that they don’t need to learn about their – OUR – faith.   

Even though we are encouraging kids to be at CCD weekly, please use public school guidelines and your best 

judgement when it comes to sick children.  Children that have had a fever or been vomiting in the past 24 hours should 

NOT come to CCD that week.  PLEASE be courteous and keep sick children home, not only to allow them to recover but 

to keep from spreading illnesses. 

If your child will not be able to attend their CCD class, please follow the procedures below: 

1) Please contact and inform your child’s teacher or the CRE of your child’s absence. (text, email or phone call) 

2) Obtain any missed work from the child’s teacher. 

3) Return any make up work to the teacher at the start of the next class. 

Students with inconsistent attendance or chronic lack of attendance will not be permitted to progress to the next level 

unless the student can demonstrate sufficient grade-level catechetical formation. 

** Notify the Coordinator of Religious Education if your family requires special needs due to your circumstances.  **  

** (Please do not let a lack of ability to make it to CCD class on Sunday keep your child from learning our faith!) ** 

 

Behavior- 

All children should be on their best behavior while at CCD or Youth Group functions.  This includes using manners, 

refraining from inappropriate language, being kind to everyone, and no running, screaming or throwing things while 

inside church buildings.  Any disruptive behavior can result in serious injury to person(s) and/or property, and could 

result in the child being asked to leave the activity for such behavior.   

 

Attire- 

Students should dress appropriately for religious class.  No hats in during class.  Dresses should be modest, if worn.  



Times- 

CCD classes for GRADES Pre-K/K - 5 - will be Sundays @ 11:45am (after 10:30 Mass) to 12:45pm 

Confirmation Classes for GRADE 6 - will be Sundays @ 4:30pm – 5:30pm. 

Middle School Youth Group for GRADES 6 - 8 will be Sundays @ 5:45pm (After Confirmation Class) to 7:00pm. 

High School Youth Group for GRADES 9 - 12 will be Wednesdays @ 6:30pm to 8:00pm. 

PLEASE MAKE ALL EFFORTS TO ARRIVE ON TIME! 

Class Cancellations- 

If CCD classes need to be cancelled for inclement weather or emergencies, there will be a notification sent out through 

the MyParish App and a post on our Facebook page (@HolyFamilySeymour).  For this reason, we strongly urge all 

parents to download the app to their phones.  If you cannot get the app or Facebook, please see the Coordinator of 

Religious Education to work out another means of communication.  Please keep the parish office and Coordinator of 

Religious Education up to date with your current phone number(s). 

If CCD is cancelled in the morning, there will be no Middle School Youth that evening 

Sacramental Programs- 

A Baptism certificate for each child is required to receive any sacraments.  Any child baptized here at Holy Family does 

not need to produce a paper certificate.  If your child has not been Baptized yet, please see the Coordinator of 

Religious Education to begin that process.   

First Penance & First Communion- 

It is requested that children have COMPLETED the 1st grade CCD class before attending the 2nd grade Communion class.   

Confirmation- 

It is requested that children have completed the TWO previous grades of CCD before Confirmation class.  This is to 

ensure that the student has a good understanding of their faith before asking for the Sacrament of Confirmation.   

CMG Connect- 

All adults working with our children, or any vulnerable people in the parish, need to be trained through the CMG 

Connect program.  It is for this reason; we highly recommend that all parents go through the training.  It is a FREE 

program that is done on the computer at your pace.  If you need any help or a computer to take the course on, stop by 

the office and they can help you. 

Friends- 

CCD- We welcome students to bring their friends to CCD with them, to show other kids what the Catholic faith is all 

about.  However, ANY FRIEND WILL NEED TO BE SIGNED IN BY THE RESPONSIBLE ADULT DROPPING OFF THE 

CHILDREN.  We want to make sure we have emergency contacts and any pertinent information about each child.  

“Bring a Friend’ forms will be available on the CCD bulletin board.   

Youth Group– Youth are encouraged to bring a friend with them to Youth Group.  Friends do not need to be Catholic 

to attend.  All friends MUST fill out contact info paperwork at their first meeting.   

Food- 

We once again will plan to have snacks and juice boxes for the children before CCD and dinner before youth groups.  

This is subject to change based on any future decree or recommendations from the Bishop or pastor. 



 

Holy Family Catholic Church 
 

Parents’ Pledge: 
 

As parents, We promise to: 

• Share our faith with our child daily. 
• Attend Mass with our child weekly. 
• Bring our child to CCD class when held. 
• Make every effort ourselves to learn more about our Catholic faith. 
 
All this we promise with the help of Christ, our Lord. Amen 
 
Mother’s Signature:  _________________________________________________  
 
Father’s Signature:  _________________________________________________ 
 

Child’s Pledge:  
 
I promise to: 

• Ask my parents questions about being Catholic. 
• Sit as still as I possibly can and listen at Mass every week.  
• Listen and learn as much as possible from my CCD teacher. 
 
With Jesus’ help I can do this.  Amen. 
 
Child’s Signature:   ____________________________________________________________________   
 
Child’s Signature:   ____________________________________________________________________   
 
Child’s Signature:   ____________________________________________________________________   
 
Child’s Signature:   ____________________________________________________________________   



 Holy Family CCD Schedule 

2022 - 2023 School Year 

Sunday, September 18, 2022 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am,      Confirmation @4:30pm,      MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, September 25, 2022 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am,      Confirmation @4:30pm,      MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, October 2, 2022 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am,      Confirmation @4:30pm,      MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, October 9, 2022 NO CCD OR YOUTH GROUP - FALL BREAK 

Sunday, October 16, 2022 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am,      Confirmation @4:30pm,      MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, October 23, 2022 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am,      Confirmation @4:30pm,      MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, October 30, 2022 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am,      Confirmation @4:30pm,      MS Youth @5:45pm 

Tuesday, November 1, 2022 ALL SAINTS DAY -  HOLY DAY of OBLIGATION 

Sunday, November 6, 2022 NO CCD - CONFIRMATION 

Sunday, November 13, 2022 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am,      Confirmation @4:30pm,      MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, November 20, 2022 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am,      Confirmation @4:30pm,      MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, November 27, 2022 NO CCD OR YOUTH GROUP - HAPPY THANKSGIVING 

Sunday, December 4, 2022 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Thursday, December 8, 2022 
THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY -                                  
     HOLY DAY of OBLIGATION 

Sunday, December 11, 2022 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, December 18, 2022 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 CHRISTMAS VIGIL MASS - 5:30PM 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 NO CCD—MERRY CHRISTMAS  

Saturday, January 1, 2023 NO CCD - SOLEMNITY OF MARY, MOTHER OF GOD -                                                                                     

Sunday, January 8, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm - Epiphany of the Lord 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm - Baptism of the Lord 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, February 5, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, February 12, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, February 19, 2023 NO CCD OR YOUTH GROUP - Happy President's Day 

Wed., February 22, 2023 ASH WEDNESDAY 

Sunday, February 26, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, March 5, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, March 12, 2023 NO CCD - SPRING BREAK DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 

Sunday, March 19, 2023 NO CCD - SPRING BREAK  

Sunday, March 26, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, April 2, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, April 9, 2023 NO CCD OR YOUTH GROUP - EASTER SUNDAY 

Sunday, April 16, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, April 23, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, April 30, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, May 7, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, May 14, 2023 PreK- 5 @ 11:45am, MS Youth @5:45pm 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 
  

  



Holy Family Catholic Church 

2022-2023 Religious Education Registration 

Parent’s Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

I give permission for my child(ren) to participate in the CCD/Youth Program.  I hereby waive and release any and 
all rights on claims or damages which I may have against Holy Family Parish, the Diocese of Knoxville and all 
their agents, servants, and employees, for any and all injuries in which my child may incur while taking part in the 
program.  This release also encompasses any injuries which may be sustained while traveling to and from 
participating in the program.  As a parent I understand it is my responsibility to pick up my child(ren) at the 
predetermined time.  I also understand that if my child becomes ill or destructive, I will contacted to take my child 
home (If unreachable, Holy Family will then call the emergency contact). 

 
 

_____________________________________________________        ______________________________________________________      ___________ 
        Print Name                         Parent Signature         Date 

Mother's Name 
  

Father's Name 
  

Primary Phone Number 
  

Email 
  

Address 
  

City 
  

State 
  

ZIP Code 
  

Emergency Contact 
  

Emergency Contact's Phone# 
  

Child's school District        Sevier         Blount         Other__________________ 

Do you use MyParish App? YES    /    NO 

May we use photos or videos of your   
child(ren) for the webpage or social media 

pages? 
YES    /    NO 



 
 

 
**Please return to the CRE** 

 
Child(ren) Information 

 

 
Child’s Name:    

 

 
Child’s Birthday:   

 

 
Grade:   

Last CCD class  
completed 

  
 

 

Sacraments Received:       
(please circle) 

Baptism First Holy Communion Confirmation 
 

 
Allergies:   

 

 
    

 

 
Child’s Name:    

 

 
Child’s Birthday:   

 

 
Grade:   

Last CCD class  
completed 

  
 

 

Sacraments Received:       
(please circle) 

Baptism First Holy Communion Confirmation 
 

 
Allergies:   

 

 
    

 

 
Child’s Name:    

 

 
Child’s Birthday:   

 

 
Grade:   

Last CCD class  
completed 

  
 

 

Sacraments Received:       
(please circle) 

Baptism First Holy Communion Confirmation 
 

 
Allergies:   

 

 
    

 

 
Child’s Name:    

 

 
Child’s Birthday:   

 

 
Grade:   

Last CCD class  
completed 

  
 

 

Sacraments Received:       
(please circle) 

Baptism First Holy Communion Confirmation 
 

 
Allergies:   

 

            


